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jürg gilgen
Until my second last
grade at school I had
no idea what
profession I should
choose. My drawing
teacher encouraged
me to become a
graphic artist. My
grandfather, on the
other hand, urged me to learn a down-toearth job, as he used to say, such as a
precision engineer (just like my eldest
brother).
Shortly afterwards, I came across a
recruitment advertisement in the newspaper: ‘Cartography Trainees Wanted!’
These very words made me curious...
Good drawing ability, precise working
method, a broad general knowledge and a
lot of patience are above all needed in order
to become a cartographer, I learnt from that
advertisement.
“Well then, that sounds good to me” – I
said to myself. The thought of becoming a
cartographer quickly changed to an
intention, especially after my visit to the
Federal Office of Topography swisstopo. I
passed the admission tests and started my
four year apprenticeship there. The working
week consisted of four days of in-house
training and one day of classes at the
School of Applied Arts in Bern.
What still fascinates me the most is the
cartographic communication design: how to
portray the manifold landscape using
conventional graphic signs and symbols
that are generalized and standardized.
My professional challenge nowadays is to
meticulously and artfully portray high
mountains in the crisp, Swiss style of rock
hachures using state-of-the-art digital
technology. My goal is always to give rock
faces their unique character so that the
map readers can easily get their bearings
while in the outdoors.
Both my drawing teacher and my late
grandfather would be highly pleased to see
what I have become professionally.
Jürg Gilgen | Federal Office of Topography
swisstopo | Switzerland | juerg.gilgen@swisstopo.
ch
A sketch of Wildstrubel massif (3243m) by Jürg
Gilgen, ICA Commission on Mountain Cartography
Workshop in Lenk, Switzerland, February 2008
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centro argentino de cartografía

www.centroargentinodecartografia.org
The Centro Argentino
de Cartografía (CAC)
Association was
founded in Buenos
Aires on 23 November
1955 by professionals
and cartography
enthusiasts. They
considered cartography as an important part of
everyday life that needs to be duly appreciated.
The aims of the Association are:
• to support investigation, knowledge building
and development of cartography
• to provide recognition for its members
• to support and facilitate communication and
collaboration between members and the
cartographic community
• to award educational grants and academic
distinctions
• to contact different scientific organizations in
Argentina and abroad and develop working
relationships with them
• to actively participate in cartographic
meetings in Argentina and abroad
CAC is run by an Executive Board in
accordance with its statutes approved by the
General Inspectorate of Justice. It has five
Technical Commissions: Geodesy and Mathematics Cartography, Cartographic Representation, Cartography and Technology, Cartography
and Education, and Public Relations.

CAC is a non-political, non-religious,
non-trade union, non-commercial and
non-racial organisation, which is supported by
the voluntary work of its members. It is well
recognised country-wide and its membership
fee is around 26 USD annually. The Association organizes seminars, variety of courses,
conferences and provides a free advice service.
It publishes a biannual journal and a digital
bulletin that is distributed every forty days.
On 26 June each year the CAC celebrates
the Cartography Day to commemorate the first
Cartographic Department established in 1958.
Around that time CAC also organizes a national
cartographic meeting; this may be a congress
or a cartographic week. This year a congress is
planned which will be held in the city of Santa
Fe.
CAC is an affiliate member of the International Cartographic Association (ICA) and
actively participates in the ICA works. The
Association organizes the Barbara Petchenik
National Competition since 1999. Recently, the
CAC members attended working group
meetings with the Hungarian colleagues to
discuss cartographic education and other issues
related to cartography.
Ana Maria Garra | Secretary | Centro Argentino de
Cartografía Association | Argentina

An extract of the Mount Everest topographical map 1:50 000, 1991 Edition. The map was drawn by a team of swisstopo
cartographers including Jürg Gilgen and published by the Boston Museum of Science together with the Swiss Foundation for
Alpine Research. The map is available for purchase at: www.toposhop.admin.ch/en/shop/products/maps/leisure/everest

